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Prologue: The Intriguing Enigma of Locked Room Mysteries

Locked room mysteries, a captivating subgenre of crime fiction, have long
enthralled readers with their seemingly impossible crimes and brilliant
detectives who unravel the most perplexing puzzles. These tales transport
us to isolated settings, where murder strikes and the victim is found in a
locked room, with no apparent way for the killer to have entered or
escaped. The challenge of solving such crimes becomes a tantalizing
game of wits, where astute observation, logical reasoning, and a touch of
intuition are essential to uncovering the truth.
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The British Library Crime Classics series delves into the rich history of
locked room mysteries, showcasing a curated collection of some of the
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finest examples from renowned authors. These classics not only provide
gripping entertainment but also offer a fascinating glimpse into the
evolution of this captivating subgenre.

Chapter 1: The Golden Age of Locked Room Mysteries

The Golden Age of Detective Fiction, spanning the 1920s to the 1950s,
witnessed a surge in the popularity of locked room mysteries. During this
period, authors such as Agatha Christie, John Dickson Carr, and Dorothy L.
Sayers crafted intricate puzzles that challenged the intellect of readers and
set a high standard for the genre.

Agatha Christie: The Queen of Crime

Agatha Christie, the undisputed queen of crime fiction, left an indelible
mark on the locked room mystery genre. Her Hercule Poirot and Miss
Marple series feature numerous cases that take place in locked rooms,
testing the limits of their deductive skills.



AGATHA (.
The Queen of Crime

Agatha Christie, whose locked room mysteries captivated generations of
readers.

“"The impossible could not have happened, therefore the
impossible must have happened.” ”
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- Agatha Christie, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd
John Dickson Carr: The Master of the Impossible Crime

John Dickson Carr, hailed as the master of the impossible crime,
specialized in locked room mysteries that defied all logical explanations.
His Dr. Gideon Fell series is known for its mind-boggling puzzles and
unexpected twists.
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John Dickson Carr, whose locked room mysteries pushed the boundaries
of impossibility.

“"The problem of the locked room, like any other problem, has
only one true solution. It is the business of the detective to find
it. nm Js

- John Dickson Carr, The Three Coffins
Dorothy L. Sayers: The Aristocrat of Crime Fiction

Dorothy L. Sayers, known for her witty and sophisticated writing,
contributed several locked room mysteries to the Golden Age canon. Her
Lord Peter Wimsey series features clever plots and complex characters
that kept readers on the edge of their seats.



Dorothy L. Sayers, whose locked room mysteries combined intellect with

wit.

“"A locked room is only a locked room until you have the
ke-y. nm s
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- Dorothy L. Sayers, Strong Poison
Chapter 2: The Evolution of Locked Room Mysteries

The popularity of locked room mysteries continued beyond the Golden Age,
with authors exploring new variations and approaches to the genre. Post-
Golden Age writers introduced psychological elements, explored societal
issues, and pushed the boundaries of what was considered possible.

Among the notable post-Golden Age authors who excelled in locked room
mysteries were:



Ellery Queen
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Patrick Quentin
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= Christianna Brand
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