The Ultimate Travel Guide and Map for Royal
Deeside Cairngorm National Park,
Aberdeenshire

Welcome to the ultimate travel guide and map for Royal Deeside
Cairngorm National Park, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. This breathtaking park
is a haven for nature enthusiasts, history buffs, and outdoor adventurers
alike. From the majestic peaks of the Cairngorm Mountains to the tranquil
waters of the River Dee, Royal Deeside offers a diverse range of
landscapes and attractions that will captivate visitors of all ages.
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This comprehensive guide will provide you with everything you need to plan
an unforgettable trip to Royal Deeside. We will explore the park's top
attractions, including Balmoral Castle, Lochnagar, and the River Dee. We
will also provide detailed information on activities, accommodation, food
and drink, and more.
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So whether you are looking for a relaxing getaway or an action-packed
adventure, read on to discover all that Royal Deeside Cairngorm National

Park has to offer.
Top Attractions

Royal Deeside Cairngorm National Park is home to a wealth of top
attractions, including:

= Balmoral Castle: The private residence of the British Royal Family in
Scotland, Balmoral Castle is a magnificent estate set amidst stunning
scenery. Visitors can tour the castle and gardens, and explore the
surrounding countryside.

= Lochnagar: A towering peak in the Cairngorm Mountains, Lochnagar
offers breathtaking views of the surrounding landscape. The summit
can be reached via a challenging but rewarding hike.

= River Dee: The River Dee is a beautiful salmon river that flows
through the heart of Royal Deeside. Visitors can enjoy fishing,
kayaking, and other water activities on the river.

= Braemar: A charming village located at the foot of the Cairngorm
Mountains, Braemar is a popular destination for hikers, climbers, and
skiers. The village is also home to the Braemar Gathering, a Highland
Games event held annually in September.

= Aboyne: A historic town located on the River Dee, Aboyne is home to
a number of interesting attractions, including Aboyne Castle, the
Aboyne Highland Games, and the Loch of Aboyne.

= Ballater: A Victorian spa town located on the River Dee, Ballater is a
popular destination for tourists. The town offers a variety of shops,
restaurants, and activities.



Crathie: A small village located near Balmoral Castle, Crathie is home
to the Crathie Kirk, a historic church that is often visited by the Royal
Family.

Linn of Dee: A picturesque gorge located on the River Dee, the Linn of
Dee is a popular spot for picnics and walks. The gorge is also home to
a number of waterfalls.

Glen Muick: A beautiful glen located in the Cairngorm Mountains,
Glen Muick is home to a variety of wildlife, including deer, red squirrels,
and golden eagles. The glen is also a popular destination for hikers
and climbers.

Loch Muick: A stunning loch located in Glen Muick, Loch Muick is a
popular spot for fishing, kayaking, and other water activities. The loch
is also home to a number of islands, including the island of Eilean nan
Ron, which is home to a colony of seals.

Sgor Gaoith: A towering peak in the Cairngorm Mountains, Sgor
Gaoith offers breathtaking views of the surrounding landscape. The
summit can be reached via a challenging but rewarding hike.

Morrone: A distinctive hill located near Braemar, Morrone is a popular
destination for hikers and climbers. The summit of Morrone offers
panoramic views of the surrounding countryside.

Lochnagar Trail: The Lochnagar Tralil is a challenging but rewarding
hike that takes you to the summit of Lochnagar. The trail offers
stunning views of the surrounding landscape.

Linn of Quoich: A beautiful gorge located on the River Quoich, the
Linn of Quoich is a popular spot for picnics and walks. The gorge is
also home to a number of waterfalls.



Invercauld Estate: A large estate located in the Cairngorm Mountains,
Invercauld Estate offers a variety of activities, including fishing,
shooting, and hiking. The estate is also home to a number of historic
buildings, including Invercauld Castle.

Mar Lodge Estate: A vast estate located in the Cairngorm Mountains,
Mar Lodge Estate offers a variety of activities, including fishing,
shooting, and hiking. The estate is also home to a number of historic
buildings, including Mar Lodge.

Glenfeshie Estate: A large estate located in the Cairngorm Mountains,
Glenfeshie Estate offers a variety of activities, including fishing,
shooting, and hiking. The estate is also home to a number of historic
buildings, including Glenfeshie Lodge.

Activities

Royal Deeside Cairngorm National Park offers a wide range of activities for

visitors of all ages, including:

Hiking: Royal Deeside is a hiker's paradise, with a network of trails to
suit all abilities. Some of the most popular trails include the Lochnagar
Trail, the Linn of Quoich Trail, and the Glen Muick Trail.

Climbing: The Cairngorm Mountains offer some of the best climbing in
Scotland. There are a variety of climbs to choose from, ranging from
easy scrambles to challenging technical routes. Some of the most
popular climbing spots include Lochnagar, Sgor Gaoith, and Morrone.

Skiing: The Cairngorm Mountains are a popular destination for skiers
and snowboarders. There are three ski resorts in the park: Cairngorm
Mountain, The Lecht, and Glenshee.



Fishing: The River Dee is a world-renowned salmon river. Visitors can
also fish for trout and other fish in the park's many lochs and burns.

Kayaking: The River Dee and Loch Muick offer excellent opportunities
for kayaking. Visitors can enjoy a leisurely paddle or take on some of
the more challenging rapids.

Wildlife watching: Royal Deeside is home to a variety of wildlife,
including deer, red squirrels, golden eagles, and ospreys. Visitors can
spot wildlife throughout the park, but some of the best places to look
include Glen Muick, Loch Muick, and the Linn of Quoich.

Horse riding: There are a number of horse riding trails in Royal
Deeside. Visitors can enjoy a leisurely ride through the countryside or
take on a more challenging trek into the mountains.

Mountain biking: There are a number of mountain biking trails in
Royal Deeside. Visitors can enjoy a leisurely ride through the
countryside or take on a more challenging trek into the mountains.

Camping: There are a number of campsites located in Royal Deeside.
Visitors can camp in tents, caravans, or motorhomes.

Accommodation

Royal Deeside Cairngorm National Park offers a range of accommodation

options to suit all budgets, from campsites to luxury hotels. Some of the

most popular options include:

The Balmoral Hotel: A luxury hotel located in Ballater,
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