The Rise of the Deal and the Decline of the
American Dream

The American Dream has been a powerful force in shaping the nation's
history and identity. It is the belief that anyone, regardless of their
background or circumstances, can achieve success if they work hard and
play by the rules. This Dream has inspired generations of Americans to
come to this country in search of a better life, and it has helped to fuel the
nation's economic growth and prosperity.
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But in recent decades, the American Dream has come under increasing
strain. The rise of the deal has eroded the values of hard work, fairness,
and equality that once defined it.

The Rise of the Deal
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The deal is a relatively new phenomenon in American society. It is a way of
ng business that is based on negotiation and compromise, rather than on
competition and conflict. In a deal, both sides agree to give up something in
order to get something they want. This can be a good way to resolve
disputes and reach agreements, but it can also lead to unfair outcomes,
especially when one side has more power than the other.

The rise of the deal has been fueled by a number of factors, including the
growth of the service economy, the decline of manufacturing, and the
increasing globalization of the economy. In the service economy, there are
fewer clear winners and losers, and it is often more difficult to measure
productivity. This makes it more difficult to reward hard work and punish
laziness. The decline of manufacturing has also contributed to the rise of
the deal, as workers in this sector have lost their jobs and have been forced
to find new ways to make a living. Finally, the increasing globalization of the
economy has made it more difficult for American workers to compete with
workers in other countries who are willing to work for lower wages.

The Decline of the American Dream

The rise of the deal has had a number of negative consequences for the
American Dream. First, it has led to a decline in wages and benefits for
workers. Second, it has made it more difficult for people to start their own
businesses. Third, it has led to a widening gap between the rich and the
poor. And fourth, it has eroded the values of hard work, fairness, and
equality.

The decline in wages and benefits has been a major problem for American
workers in recent decades. According to the Economic Policy Institute,
wages for the bottom 90% of workers have grown by just 1.7% since 1979,



while wages for the top 1% of workers have grown by 138%. This has led
to a decline in the standard of living for many Americans.

The rise of the deal has also made it more difficult for people to start their
own businesses. In the past, people who wanted to start a business could
often get a loan from a bank or from friends and family. But today, banks
are less willing to lend money to small businesses, and friends and family
are less likely to have the resources to help. This has made it more difficult
for people to pursue their dreams of starting their own business.

The widening gap between the rich and the poor is another major problem
that has resulted from the rise of the deal. According to the Institute for
Policy Studies, the top 1% of households in the United States now owns
more wealth than the bottom 90% of households combined. This gap has
been growing steadily for decades, and it is now at its highest level since
the Great Depression.

Finally, the rise of the deal has eroded the values of hard work, fairness,
and equality. In a deal-based society, it is often more important to be good
at negotiating and compromising than it is to be hard-working or fair. This
can lead to a decline in the overall quality of work, and it can also make it
more difficult to build a just and equitable society.

Restoring the American Dream

The decline of the American Dream is a serious problem, but it is not
irreversible. There are a number of things that we can do to restore the
Dream and make it a reality for all Americans.



First, we need to strengthen the labor movement. Unions have been a
powerful force for good in the United States, and they have helped to raise
wages, improve working conditions, and expand access to health care and
other benefits. We need to make it easier for workers to join unions and to
bargain collectively for better wages and benefits.

Second, we need to invest in education and training. Education is the key
to opportunity, and it is essential for workers to have the skills they need to
get good jobs and earn good wages. We need to make sure that everyone
has access to affordable education, from pre-school to college.

Third, we need to reform our tax system. The current tax system is unfair,
and it benefits the wealthy at the expense of the poor and the middle class.
We need to create a more progressive tax system that asks the wealthy to
pay their fair share.

Fourth, we need to regulate the financial industry. The financial industry has
been largely unregulated in recent decades, and this has led to a number
of crises, including the Great Recession. We need to put in place strong
regulations to protect consumers and the economy.

Finally, we need to promote a culture of hard work, fairness, and equality.
We need to teach our children the importance of these values, and we
need to create a society that rewards hard work and punishes laziness. We
need to build a society where everyone has a fair shot at success,
regardless of their background or circumstances.

The American Dream is a powerful force for good, and it is worth fighting
for. By working together, we can restore the Dream and make it a reality for
all Americans.
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