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Early Life and Career

John Singleton Mosby was born in Powhatan County, Virginia, on
December 6, 1833. He was the son of a wealthy planter and slave owner.
Mosby attended the University of Virginia and then practiced law in
Abingdon, Virginia.

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Mosby joined the Confederate Army.
He was initially assigned to the 1st Virginia Cavalry Regiment. In 1862, he
was promoted to captain and given command of a company of partisan
rangers.

Guerrilla Warfare
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Mosby's company of rangers became known for its guerrilla warfare tactics.
They would often attack Union supply trains and outposts, and then
disappear into the woods before the Union could retaliate. Mosby's men
were also known for their daring raids, which often resulted in the capture
of Union prisoners and supplies.

Mosby's guerrilla warfare tactics were highly effective. He was able to tie
down a large number of Union troops, and he prevented the Union from
fully controlling the countryside. Mosby's raids also had a significant impact
on Union morale.

The Gray Ghost

Mosby's elusive nature earned him the nickname "the Gray Ghost." He was
able to evade capture for the entire war, despite being pursued by
numerous Union generals. Mosby's ability to outwit and outmaneuver the
Union made him a legend among Confederates.

Post-War Life

After the war, Mosby surrendered to Union forces. He was paroled and
returned to Virginia. Mosby then resumed his law practice and became
involved in politics. He served in the Virginia House of Delegates and the
Virginia Senate.

Mosby died in Washington, D.C., on May 30, 1916. He is buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.

Legacy

John Mosby is considered one of the most successful guerrilla warfare
commanders in history. His tactics are still studied by military strategists



today. Mosby's legacy is also one of courage, determination, and
resourcefulness. He was a true Confederate hero, and his story continues
to inspire people today.

Notable Accomplishments

* Led numerous successful guerrilla raids against Union forces * Captured
over 1,500 Union soldiers and supplies * Tied down a large number of
Union troops, preventing them from fully controlling the countryside *
Earned the nickname "the Gray Ghost" for his ability to evade capture

Quotes

* "War is not a game, but a terrible business." * "The best way to defeat the
enemy is to attack him where he is weakest." * "I would rather be the leader
of a band of guerrillas than the commander of an army."

Additional Resources

* [John Mosby Museum](https://www.mosbymuseum.org/) * [The Gray
Ghost: The Life of John Mosby](https://www.amazon.com/Gray-Ghost-Life-
John-Mosby/dp/0684800827) * [John Mosby: Confederate Guerrilla]
(https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/john-mosby)
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