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The Exploits of Xenophon is a historical novel by Geoffrey Household,
published in 1955. The novel tells the story of Xenophon, a Greek general
who led the Ten Thousand, a group of Greek mercenaries, on a long and
arduous journey from Persia to the Black Sea.

The novel begins with the Ten Thousand being stranded in Persia after the
death of their leader, Cyrus the Younger. Xenophon is elected to lead the
group, and he sets out on a journey to take them home to Greece. The
journey is long and difficult, and the Ten Thousand face many challenges
along the way, including attacks from Persian forces, harsh weather, and
difficult terrain.

Despite the challenges, Xenophon and the Ten Thousand eventually make
it back to Greece. The novel ends with Xenophon reflecting on the journey
and the lessons he has learned from it. The Exploits of Xenophon is a
thrilling historical novel that offers a glimpse into the life of one of the most
famous Greek generals.

Plot Summary

The Exploits of Xenophon tells the story of Xenophon, a Greek general who
led the Ten Thousand, a group of Greek mercenaries, on a long and
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arduous journey from Persia to the Black Sea. The novel begins with the
Ten Thousand being stranded in Persia after the death of their leader,
Cyrus the Younger. Xenophon is elected to lead the group, and he sets out
on a journey to take them home to Greece.

The journey is long and difficult, and the Ten Thousand face many
challenges along the way, including attacks from Persian forces, harsh
weather, and difficult terrain. Despite the challenges, Xenophon and the
Ten Thousand eventually make it back to Greece. The novel ends with
Xenophon reflecting on the journey and the lessons he has learned from it.

Characters

The main characters in The Exploits of Xenophon are:

* Xenophon: A Greek general who leads the Ten Thousand on their journey
home to Greece. * Cyrus the Younger: The Persian prince who hired the
Ten Thousand to help him overthrow his brother, Artaxerxes II. *
Tissaphernes: A Persian satrap who betrays the Ten Thousand and tries to
have them killed. * Phalinus: A Greek mercenary who serves as
Xenophon's second-in-command. * Socrates: A Greek philosopher who is
Xenophon's mentor.

Themes

The main themes in The Exploits of Xenophon are:

* Leadership: Xenophon is a skilled leader who is able to inspire his men to
follow him on a long and dangerous journey. * Courage: The Ten Thousand
face many challenges on their journey, but they never give up. *



Perseverance: Despite the challenges, Xenophon and the Ten Thousand
eventually make it back to Greece.

Historical Context

The Exploits of Xenophon is set in the 4th century BC, during the
Peloponnesian War. The war was fought between the Peloponnesian
League, led by Sparta, and the Delian League, led by Athens. The war
ended in 404 BC with the victory of Sparta.

The Ten Thousand were a group of Greek mercenaries who were hired by
Cyrus the Younger to help him overthrow his brother, Artaxerxes II. The Ten
Thousand marched from Sardis in Asia Minor to Cunaxa in Babylonia,
where they defeated the Persian army. However, Cyrus was killed in the
battle, and the Ten Thousand were stranded in Persia.

Xenophon was elected to lead the Ten Thousand on their journey home to
Greece. The journey was long and difficult, and the Ten Thousand faced
many challenges along the way. However, they eventually made it back to
Greece, and Xenophon wrote an account of their journey in his book, the
Anabasis.

Geoffrey Household

Geoffrey Household was a British writer of historical novels and thrillers. He
was born in 1899 and died in 1988. Household served in the British Army
during World War I and World War II. He wrote over 50 novels, including
The Exploits of Xenophon, Rogue Male, and Watcher in the Shadows.

Household's novels are known for their suspenseful plots and their vivid
descriptions of historical events. The Exploits of Xenophon is one of his



most famous novels, and it has been praised by critics for its accuracy and
its thrilling story.

The Exploits of Xenophon is a thrilling historical novel that offers a glimpse
into the life of one of the most famous Greek generals. The novel is well-
written and suspenseful, and it is sure to appeal to fans of historical fiction.
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