
The Basics of Medical Terminology: A
Comprehensive Guide for Beginners
Medical terminology is the language of healthcare professionals. It is used
to communicate about patients, their medical conditions, and their
treatments. Medical terminology can be complex and confusing, but it is
essential for effective communication in healthcare settings.

This guide will provide you with a basic understanding of medical
terminology. We will cover word structure, abbreviations, prefixes, suffixes,
and root words. We will also provide you with some tips for learning
medical terminology.
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Word Structure

Most medical terms are composed of three parts: a prefix, a root word, and
a suffix.
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Prefixes are added to the beginning of root words to change their
meaning. For example, the prefix "anti-" means "against." The term
"antibiotic" means "against bacteria."

Root words are the core of medical terms. They describe the main
concept of the term. For example, the root word "cardi" means "heart."
The term "cardiologist" means "a doctor who specializes in the heart."

Suffixes are added to the end of root words to indicate the part of
speech or the function of the term. For example, the suffix "-itis" means
"inflammation." The term "gastritis" means "inflammation of the
stomach."

Abbreviations

Abbreviations are used extensively in medical terminology. This is because
they can save time and space. However, it is important to use abbreviations
correctly. If you are not sure what an abbreviation means, you should look it
up in a medical dictionary.

Some common medical abbreviations include:

BP: blood pressure

BMI: body mass index

CBC: complete blood count

CHF: congestive heart failure

COPD: chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

Prefixes



Prefixes are added to the beginning of root words to change their meaning.
Some common prefixes include:

anti-: against

bi-: two

contra-: against

hyper-: above

hypo-: below

inter-: between

intra-: within

multi-: many

peri-: around

post-: after

pre-: before

sub-: under

super-: above

trans-: across

Suffixes

Suffixes are added to the end of root words to indicate the part of speech or
the function of the term. Some common suffixes include:

-al: pertaining to



-ectomy: surgical removal

-ia: condition or disease

-itis: inflammation

-logy: study of

-oma: tumor

-opathy: disease

-osis: condition or disease

-otomy: surgical incision

-pathy: disease or disorder

-penia: deficiency

-rrhage: hemorrhage

-sclerosis: hardening

-tomy: surgical incision

Root Words

Root words are the core of medical terms. They describe the main concept
of the term. Some common root words include:

cardi: heart

derm: skin

gastr: stomach

hepat: liver



nephr: kidney

neur: nerve

ophthalm: eye

path: disease

pedi: child

pulm: lung

ren: kidney

Tips for Learning Medical Terminology

Learning medical terminology can be a challenge, but it is essential for
effective communication in healthcare settings. Here are some tips for
learning medical terminology:

Start with the basics. Learn the basic word structure of medical
terms. This will help you to understand how terms are constructed and
how to break them down into their component parts.

Use a medical dictionary. A medical dictionary will help you to look up
the meaning of unfamiliar terms. It will also provide you with
information on the pronunciation and spelling of terms.

Practice. The best way to learn medical terminology is to practice
using it. Try to use medical terms in your conversations with other
healthcare professionals. You can also practice by reading medical
journals and textbooks.

Medical terminology is a complex and ever-changing language. However,
by following these tips, you can learn the basics of medical terminology and



improve your communication skills in healthcare settings.

The Basics Of Medical Terminology: A Quickstudy
Laminated Reference Guide: Medical Terms Made Easy 

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 18570 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 430 pages
Lending : Enabled

Travesti Life in the Favela: An Exploration of
Identity, Survival, and Resistance
In the bustling favelas of Brazil, travestis&mdash;transgender
women&mdash;face a unique set of challenges and opportunities. They
are often...

Corruption and Development in South Korea
and the Philippines: A Comparative Analysis
Corruption is a major problem in many developing countries. It can lead
to a wide range of negative consequences, including economic
stagnation,...

FREE

https://glossary.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkxTNE5uK2RLV2tFWEJjV2oyNitSTjMwQlBOMVhEU1NhMENLU0tXSm85SXJvcVpEQWxhaEl0N05HR0htcHJ6cFlGUURhOEd6ZEVkVUJ3ODNFWDQyQ2FuMDAwNDU5cEgzNTBySmd5cUtBUmZiNWYzZUJrM2orQnNZNzVEcnpPVld6d3FSZkxnZTU4akhsSmtcL05yeGZralpmMlIzSGNTekRmOWZDUUxkYnhMdkpRTFkzXC9PdHJFVTlhd3BneHgwcTVucVBrdjl5YlEwd2tMdlpMd3ZOVjUrVDl5QXRjMzNGMEFOZ3lHT3dkNUZIcU1wUENneEV1ZWxYK09FbEtYT09vMCIsIml2IjoiM2UyOTQyMjRmMDQ4MGNhNjU0NjIzMTNmOGI5OWFhYzUiLCJzIjoiODhkZDIyY2Y2NGI0Nzc1ZiJ9
https://glossary.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlZwdFRlMkxrVGFiWjQyVXhrekZTSUhnYTByTUFsYnZhSVFySXI4MmpDRndmVXdQdm5uemFORjNBejlERW1aWXQ1YkxRam9qbjVxeU9iQjA0WDU4ZmZsdWxPcW1qNnZkK3BUbWVVblFldGd2WVlvMzBHTDRcL3pqZjNUWVJvK1Q2cGJwSGlSYm80NXBoTXg5dlJRU3VqSTBudCtOZU5Nc1h5OWtwRTZuUUh5Vm1sbVNEanVNY0FiRlZ4SXJkT0Z6NkxsQVJWVXFmV0YrdnJEV1R6dFdDQVdVMWdIbFo5OEI3bEhBdVNCS3VWXC9kS0ZiRFBONWVVVjFhWmhodGhVSUxobiIsIml2IjoiNjQ3OGE4OGZjN2MwMjYxODI5OGQ0MmViOGRmYjI5NzgiLCJzIjoiNzY5MmIyNDc1OTFjMWVjNyJ9
https://glossary.deedeebook.com/book/Travesti%20Life%20in%20the%20Favela%20An%20Exploration%20of%20Identity%20Survival%20and%20Resistance.pdf
https://glossary.deedeebook.com/book/Travesti%20Life%20in%20the%20Favela%20An%20Exploration%20of%20Identity%20Survival%20and%20Resistance.pdf
https://glossary.deedeebook.com/book/Corruption%20and%20Development%20in%20South%20Korea%20and%20the%20Philippines%20A%20Comparative%20Analysis.pdf
https://glossary.deedeebook.com/book/Corruption%20and%20Development%20in%20South%20Korea%20and%20the%20Philippines%20A%20Comparative%20Analysis.pdf
https://glossary.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik9oSTV1VDdpcmcyZXZYcHNHU3NaazlkNkE2MllnV0FJajhKTzQ1Tm8yTXdLelZxSFVyczVaUjdVK3hmUUVCMFwvajErMVdPQ2tJdHFFU3Myanp4bnRQWWk4ZVh3elE5Nm4wODU0b1E3bmtaYmI3VFo2alRCWVwvZmdpY2RLNE1yZEVIVmYzVG0yMkl6SVVEZ0pYR1FZa29nandHOE81bDY3RnFWMm45aEhuRzlMUE9xXC9TeER0RndiYk13b1FCd3J3OVRsSTVpOGd6RkhZSGV4c0hIcUF0dWhhR1Y3aHg5YkRTbk9BcitIcXpNK1MrQ3hjSStmdGdPaTVuXC9zSGFvTzJrIiwiaXYiOiJjNTcxYTc4NGZjNzU4YTU0ODI2ZjIwZTUyYzE2OTIzMyIsInMiOiI3Y2ZmYWQ0NjUwZDRkNTljIn0%3D



