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Underground low budget and cult movies have a long and storied history,
and they continue to be a popular form of entertainment today. These
movies are often made by independent filmmakers with limited resources,
and they often feature unconventional subject matter and filmmaking
techniques. As a result, they can be very different from mainstream movies,
and they can offer a unique and challenging viewing experience.

The History of Underground Movies

The history of underground movies can be traced back to the early days of
cinema. In the 1920s and 1930s, a number of independent filmmakers
began to experiment with new and unconventional filmmaking techniques.
These filmmakers were often influenced by the avant-garde art movement,
and they sought to create movies that were more personal and expressive
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than mainstream films. Some of the most notable early underground
filmmakers include Maya Deren, Kenneth Anger, and Stan Brakhage.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the underground movie movement gained
momentum. This was due in part to the rise of the counterculture, which led
to a greater interest in alternative forms of art and entertainment.
Underground filmmakers of this era often explored taboo subjects, such as
sex, drugs, and violence. They also experimented with new genres, such
as horror, science fiction, and exploitation. Some of the most notable
underground filmmakers of this era include John Waters, Andy Warhol, and
Russ Meyer.

The Characteristics of Underground Movies

Underground movies are often characterized by their low budgets,
unconventional subject matter, and experimental filmmaking techniques.
However, there is no one definitive definition of an underground movie.
Some underground movies are made with very little money, while others
have larger budgets. Some underground movies deal with controversial or
taboo subjects, while others are more mainstream in their subject matter.
And some underground movies experiment with new and innovative
filmmaking techniques, while others are more traditional in their approach.

Despite their diversity, underground movies often share a number of
common characteristics. These characteristics include:

Low budgets: Underground movies are often made with very little
money. This can be a limitation, but it can also be a creative
advantage. Underground filmmakers often have to be more



resourceful and creative than mainstream filmmakers, and this can
lead to unique and innovative films.

Unconventional subject matter: Underground movies often deal with
unconventional or taboo subjects. This can include subjects such as
sex, drugs, violence, and crime. Underground filmmakers are often
interested in exploring the dark side of human nature, and they are not
afraid to challenge social norms.

Experimental filmmaking techniques: Underground filmmakers
often experiment with new and innovative filmmaking techniques. This
can include techniques such as unconventional camera angles, editing
styles, and sound design. Underground filmmakers are often interested
in pushing the boundaries of cinema, and they are not afraid to take
risks.

The Impact of Underground Movies

Underground movies have had a significant impact on the history of
cinema. They have helped to push the boundaries of filmmaking and have
inspired a number of mainstream filmmakers. Some of the most influential
underground filmmakers include:

Maya Deren: Deren was a pioneering underground filmmaker who is
known for her experimental films. Her films often explored themes of
identity, sexuality, and the subconscious.

Kenneth Anger: Anger is another pioneering underground filmmaker
who is known for his surreal and erotic films. His films often deal with
themes of magic, occultism, and sexuality.



Stan Brakhage: Brakhage was an experimental filmmaker who is
known for his abstract and lyrical films. His films often explored themes
of nature, light, and the human body.

John Waters: Waters is an underground filmmaker who is known for
his campy and subversive films. His films often deal with themes of
sex, drugs, and violence.

Andy Warhol: Warhol was an artist and filmmaker who is known for
his pop art films. His films often explored themes of consumerism and
celebrity.

Russ Meyer: Meyer was an underground filmmaker who is known for
his exploitation films. His films often dealt with themes of sex, violence,
and crime.

These are just a few of the many influential underground filmmakers.
Underground movies have had a significant impact on the history of
cinema, and they continue to be a popular form of entertainment today.

The Future of Underground Movies

The future of underground movies is uncertain. However, it is likely that
they will continue to be a popular form of entertainment. Underground
movies offer a unique and challenging viewing experience, and they can
provide a valuable alternative to mainstream movies. As long as there are
independent filmmakers with a passion for making movies, there will be
underground movies.
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