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Socrates, the father of Western philosophy, was born in Athens around 470
BC. He is known for his method of questioning and debate, which he used
to challenge the beliefs and values of his contemporaries. Socrates
believed that the unexamined life was not worth living, and he spent his life
searching for truth and wisdom. His student, Plato, was one of the most
influential philosophers of all time. Plato founded the Academy in Athens,
which became a center of learning and philosophical discussion. Plato's
ideas about the ideal state and the immortality of the soul have had a
profound impact on Western thought.
The Rise of Humanism: Erasmus and Montaigne
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Desiderius Erasmus was a Dutch humanist who lived in the 16th century.
He was one of the most important figures of the Renaissance, and his work
helped to spread the ideas of humanism throughout Europe. Erasmus
believed in the importance of education and reason, and he argued that
people should be free to think for themselves. Another important humanist
of the time was Michel de Montaigne, a French essayist. Montaigne's

https://glossary.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkZEZEJxb29nM3ZnYklSdVwvaVN2eTJEV3RldU05djlVR3U1TThQWTcrNGplQ04zdEllRklvdGwxUVIyVzltc1pDMFBielMwRkk4ZlwvWlcxUDJDSnJlVmo0SW8rTjRYaHdQcnBsUHNWd29ta0wrSmZMdTU0SWxKWEpoVnZvM2k1ZFBRNlV4eVhTZjV0TWs0aUZYNkZhOE1TNHAybExVVHpDOElsa2ROcE0rVUh4Qmlrb3JKQ1hubXFaUWZudHV3Tzkrc0tjVzBUOHR2c3RZU3dOeWQ5ZUIrdz09IiwiaXYiOiI1YmE1OTdkNTE1MmU1OWZmZjNkYTM5NmY1OWFlMTA3ZSIsInMiOiJjM2FmN2UxY2U3YWE2YWMyIn0%3D


essays are full of wit and wisdom, and they offer a unique perspective on
human nature. Montaigne believed that people should be true to
themselves and that they should not be afraid to question the beliefs of
others.
The Scientific Revolution: Francis Bacon and René Descartes

Francis Bacon was an English philosopher and scientist who lived in the
16th and 17th centuries. He is considered one of the fathers of the scientific
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revolution. Bacon argued that the best way to learn about the world was
through observation and experimentation. He also developed a method of
scientific inquiry that is still used today. René Descartes was a French
philosopher and mathematician who lived in the 17th century. He is best
known for his work on the philosophy of mind. Descartes believed that the
mind and the body were two separate entities. He also developed a system
of geometry that is still used today.
The Enlightenment in France: Voltaire and Rousseau
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Voltaire was a French philosopher and writer who lived in the 18th century.
He was one of the most important figures of the Enlightenment, and his
work helped to spread the ideas of rationalism and humanism throughout
Europe. Voltaire was a brilliant satirist and wit, and he used his pen to
attack the religious and political establishment of his time. Jean-Jacques
Rousseau was another important philosopher of the Enlightenment.
Rousseau believed that people were naturally good, and that society
corrupted them. He also argued that the general will of the people was
always right.
The Legacy of the Enlightenment

The Enlightenment was a period of great intellectual and social change.
The ideas that were developed during this time have had a profound impact
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on the world, and they continue to shape our thinking today. The
Enlightenment emphasized the importance of reason, individualism, and
human rights. These ideas helped to lay the foundation for the modern
world, and they continue to inspire people around the world.
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