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John Adams, the second President of the United States and a pivotal figure
in the American Revolution, was born on October 30, 1735, in Braintree,
Massachusetts. His childhood shaped his unwavering patriotism,
intellectual curiosity, and unwavering determination.

Adams's parents, John Adams Sr. and Susanna Boylston Adams, instilled
in him a deep love for their Puritan heritage and a commitment to
education. His father, a prosperous farmer and deacon in the local church,
provided a stable and supportive environment for his children.
A Puritan Upbringing

Adams's early life was steeped in the Puritan values of hard work, frugality,
and piety. He was taught to read the Bible at a young age and was
expected to attend church services regularly. The Puritan emphasis on
education and personal discipline would have a profound impact on
Adams's character.

Adams's parents encouraged his intellectual pursuits. His father had a
small library of books that Adams eagerly devoured. He developed a thirst
for knowledge and a passion for writing that would later serve him well in
his political career.
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Shaping a Revolutionary Mind

Adams received a rigorous education that prepared him for a life of public
service. He attended Braintree Latin School, where he studied Latin,
Greek, and mathematics. In 1751, he entered Harvard College, where he
graduated with honors in 1755.

At Harvard, Adams excelled in his studies and gained a deep
understanding of history, law, and political philosophy. He was particularly
influenced by the writings of ancient Greek and Roman historians and
philosophers. These ideas would later shape his views on government and
revolution.

From Schoolmaster to Lawyer

After graduating from Harvard, Adams briefly worked as a schoolmaster in
Worcester, Massachusetts. However, his true passion lay in the law. In
1758, he began studying law in the office of James Putnam, a prominent
Boston attorney.

Adams quickly established himself as a skilled lawyer and legal scholar. He
gained a reputation for his sharp intellect, logical reasoning, and
unwavering commitment to justice. He argued numerous cases involving
British authority and the rights of American colonists.

A Voice for Revolution

As tensions between Great Britain and its American colonies escalated,
Adams emerged as a vocal advocate for colonial rights. He wrote
pamphlets and delivered speeches criticizing British policies and arguing
for American independence.



Adams played a key role in the events leading up to the American
Revolution. He served as a delegate to the First and Second Continental
Congresses and was a member of the committee that drafted the
Declaration of Independence.
A Founding Father's Enduring Impact

John Adams dedicated his life to the pursuit of liberty and the establishment
of a just and democratic society. His childhood experiences, education, and
unwavering determination all contributed to his transformative role as a
Founding Father of the United States.

Adams's legacy extends far beyond his presidency. His writings and
speeches continue to inspire generations of Americans. His commitment to
intellectual inquiry, the rule of law, and the principles of democracy remain
integral to the foundation of our nation.
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