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Arthur Machen's "Grave is Given Supper" is a classic tale of supernatural
horror that has haunted readers for over a century. First published in 1894,
the story follows the experiences of a young man named Ambrose as he
becomes entangled in a web of supernatural events.

Ambrose is a rationalist who does not believe in the supernatural. However,
when he visits a remote Welsh village, he begins to experience strange and
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disturbing occurrences. He sees visions of a beautiful woman, hears
disembodied voices, and witnesses unexplainable phenomena.

As Ambrose investigates these events, he learns about a local legend
about a malevolent spirit that haunts the village. The spirit is said to be the
ghost of a woman who was murdered by her lover and buried in an
unmarked grave. The spirit is said to return every seven years to take
revenge on the living.

Ambrose becomes convinced that the spirit is real and that it is targeting
him. He tries to escape the village, but the spirit pursues him. In the end,
Ambrose is confronted by the spirit and is forced to face his own mortality.

"Grave is Given Supper" is a chilling and atmospheric tale of horror.
Machen's use of language is evocative and descriptive, and he creates a
vivid sense of place and atmosphere. The story is full of suspense and
dread, and it will stay with the reader long after they have finished reading
it.

Themes of "Grave is Given Supper"

"Grave is Given Supper" explores a number of themes, including the nature
of evil, the power of belief, and the fragility of human life. The story
suggests that evil is a real and powerful force in the world, and that it can
take many forms. The spirit in the story is a manifestation of pure evil, and
it is capable of great cruelty and violence.

The story also explores the power of belief. Ambrose is initially a rationalist
who does not believe in the supernatural. However, as he experiences
more and more strange events, he begins to question his beliefs. The story



suggests that belief can be a powerful force in shaping our reality, and that
it can lead us to both good and evil.

Finally, the story explores the fragility of human life. Ambrose is a young
man who is full of life and potential. However, he is quickly brought face-to-
face with his mortality when he is confronted by the spirit. The story
suggests that life is precious and that it should be cherished.

Symbolism in "Grave is Given Supper"

Machen uses a number of symbols in "Grave is Given Supper" to create a
sense of atmosphere and to reinforce the story's themes. One important
symbol is the grave itself. The grave is a place of death and burial, and it
represents the fragility of human life. The story also suggests that the grave
can be a place of supernatural power, as the spirit in the story is able to rise
from the grave and wreak havoc on the living.

Another important symbol in the story is the woman in white. The woman in
white is a recurring figure in Gothic fiction, and she is often associated with
death and the supernatural. In "Grave is Given Supper," the woman in
white represents the spirit of the murdered woman. She is a symbol of the
evil that is lurking in the shadows, and she is a reminder that the past can
never truly be buried.

The Enduring Impact of "Grave is Given Supper"

"Grave is Given Supper" has had a profound impact on the genre of
supernatural horror. The story is considered to be a classic of the genre,
and it has been praised for its atmosphere, suspense, and originality.
Machen's use of language and symbolism has inspired generations of



horror writers, and his story continues to be read and enjoyed by readers
today.

The story has been adapted into a number of films and television shows,
including a 1943 film starring Peter Cushing and a 1978 television movie
starring Christopher Lee. The story has also been referenced in a number
of other works of popular culture, including the novel "The Shining" by
Stephen King and the television series "Buffy the Vampire Slayer."

"Grave is Given Supper" is a classic tale of supernatural horror that will
stay with the reader long after they have finished reading it. Machen's use
of language and symbolism is evocative and descriptive, and he creates a
vivid sense of place and atmosphere. The story is full of suspense and
dread, and it explores a number of important themes, including the nature
of evil, the power of belief, and the fragility of human life.
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